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EXECUTI VE ORDERS

State of North Qarolina

ROY COOPER
GOVERNOR

November 10, 2020
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 176

FURTHER EXTENSION OF THE PHASE 3 ORDER AND IMPLEMENTATION OF
ADDITIONAL MEASURES NECESSARY TO PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH

The COVID-19 Public Health Emergency

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2020, the undersigned issued Executive Order No. 116 which
declared a State of Emergency to coordinate the State’s response and protective actions to address
the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (*COVID-19") public health emergency and provide for the health,
safety, and welfare of residents and visitors located in North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a
global pandemic; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States issued an emergency
declaration for all states, tribes, territories, and the District of Columbia, retroactive to March 1,
2020, and the President declared that the COVID-19 pandemic in the United States constitutes a
national emergency; and

WHEREAS, on March 25, 2020, the President approved a Major Disaster Declaration,
FEMA-4487-DR, for the State of North Carolina: and

WHEREAS, in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, and for the purpose of protecting
the health, safety, and welfare of the people of North Carolina, the undersigned has issued
Executive Order Nos. 116-122, 124-125, 129-131, 133-136, 138-144, 146-153, 155-157, 161-165
and 169-173: and

WHEREAS, more than two hundred ninety-seven thousand (297.000) people in North
Carolina have had COVID-19, and four thousand six-hundred and sixty (4.660) people in North
Carolina have died from the disease; and

WHEREAS, on September 30, 2020, the undersigned issued Executive Order No. 169,
which transitioned the state into Phase 3 of its COVID-19 response: and

WHEREAS. concerning trends in COVID-19 metrics following the issuance of Executive
Order No. 169 led the undersigned to extend the measures of Executive Order No. 169 under
Executive Order No. 170: and

WHEREAS, since the issuance of Executive Orders Nos. 169 and 170, COVID-19
continues to spread at an increased rate in North Carolina and nationally; and
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EXECUTI VE ORDERS

WHEREAS, due to delays between exposure to the COVID-19 virus, the onset of
symptoms, and hospitalizations, the increasing case counts in the state signal potential challenges
to come for the state’s health care facilities; and

WHEREAS, to slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus, to protect the lives of North
Carolinians, and to preserve hospital capacity and other healthcare resources across the state, it is
necessary for the undersigned to continue certain public health restrictions and to bolster the
same; and

Reduction of Indoor ss Gathering Limit to Protect Public Health

WHEREAS, public health data, contract tracing reports, and outbreak investigations
indicate that in-home and other informal social gatherings are contributing to the rise in cases
across the state; and

WHEREAS, the state’s public health experts have advised that in familiar settings with
friends and family, individuals may be more likely to forgo necessary precautions against
transmission of COVID-19 such as maintaining social distance or wearing masks, which
contributes to the spread of the virus; and

WHEREAS, the risk of transmitting and contracting COVID-19 is higher in indoor
settings where individuals are in close physical contact for an extended period of time (more than
15 minutes), in which it is difficult to wear a Face Covering consistently, or that involve large
numbers of people; and

WHEREAS, to reduce the prevalence of COVID-19 spread linked to social and in-home
gatherings and all other settings not otherwise addressed by the undersigned’s COVID-19
executive orders in which large groups of individuals tend to gather, the undersigned finds it
reasonable and necessary to reduce the Mass Gathering limit established by previous COVID-19
executive orders for indoor settings; and

WHEREAS, businesses and operations identified in Executive Order No. 169 and those
gatherings exempted from the Mass Gathering limit thereunder may continue to operate according
to the measures and capacity limits, if any, which are specified in Executive Order No. 169 and
which are intended to control the spread of COVID-19 in those settings; and

Statutory Authority and Determinations

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 116 invoked the Emergency Management Act, and
authorizes the undersigned to exercise the powers and duties set forth therein to direct and aid in
the response to, recovery from, and mitigation against emergencies; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.10(b)(2), the undersigned may make,
amend, or rescind necessary orders, rules, and regulations within the limits of the authority
conferred upon the Governor in the Emergency Management Act; and

WHEREAS, N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.10(b)(3) authorizes and empowers the
undersigned to delegate Gubernatorial vested authority under the Emergency Management Act
and to provide for the sub-delegation of that authority; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.12(3)(¢e), the Division of Emergency
Management must coordinate with the State Health Director to revise the North Carolina
Emergency Operations Plan as conditions change, including making revisions to set “the
appropriate conditions for quarantine and isolation in order to prevent the further transmission of
disease,” and following this coordination, the Emergency Management Director and the State
Health Director have recommended that the Governor develop and order the plan and actions
identified in this Executive Order; and
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